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PLANNING FOR PAULDING 

 
KEY BENCHMARK REVIEW 

 
 
 

MARCH 5, 2007 
 

The Key Benchmarks will be used to measure and provide accountability for PLANNING 
FOR PAULDING each year.  Achieving the Key Benchmarks that cut across all the 
strategies requires Vision Partners working together in an unprecedented way on the 
strategies in the six interdependent Foundations: Economic Development, Education, 
Quality of Life, Infrastructure, Government, and Private Sector Leadership.  Each year, 
the benchmarks will measure 1) when we are successful and can celebrate, or 2) when we 
fall short of the benchmarks and the Vision Partners need to review, revise and refocus 
their Strategy Benchmark and Action Steps to accomplish strategies required for success.  
We invite new organizations to sign on as a Vision Partner and help with this process to 
create the future for Paulding County. 

 
 

 



KEY BENCHMARKS 
 
1. Per Capita Income-Reduce the gap between Paulding County and the Atlanta MSA 
as a percent of the US by at least 1% per year beginning in 2004. 
9 Per Capita Income is defined as total income of individuals divided by total population of the 

county. 
9 Income includes earnings from work, wealth earnings from dividends, interest and rent, and 

transfer payments from the government such as welfare and social security.  
9 Paulding County’s per capita income as a % of the United States has been declining since 

1986.  (see Chart #1 below) 
9 The gap between Paulding and the Atlanta MSA was 27% in 1986 and 31% in 2004. 

(see Chart #2 on next page)  The gap has been 31% for four years. Paulding PCI as a % 
of the US has moved in concert with the Atlanta MSA since 2000.  The Atlanta decline 
has been consistent with declines in other Metro Atlanta areas with a concentration of 
information and technology. 

9 Percent decline in PCI as a % of US 
 2000-2004 
Atlanta MSA 9 
Austin MSA 11 
Raleigh MSA 9 
San Jose, CA MSA 32 

 
CHART #1-PER CAPITA INCOME AS A % OF THE UNITED STATES PER CAPITA 

INCOME
by place of residence
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CHART #2-PAULDING COUNTY PER CAPITA INCOME GAP KEY  BENCHMARK
by place of residence
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 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 
Per Capita Income Gap between Paulding 
County and Atlanta MSA as a % of US 

-31.9 -30.7 -31.0 -30.8 -31.2    

Benchmark     -31.2 -30.2 -29.2 -28.2 
         
United States per capita income as a % of the US 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0    
Paulding County per capita income as a % of the 
US 

79.1 78.6 75.9 73.1 71.2    

Atlanta MSA per capita income as a % of the US 111.0 109.4 106.9 104.0 102.4    
      
 Paulding Per capita personal income (dollars)   

23,601 
 
24,037 

 
23,370 

 
23,030 

 
23,536  

   

 Atlanta Per capita personal income (dollars)    
33,122 

 
33,435 

 
32,925 

 
32,739 

 
33,838  

   

 US Per capita personal income (dollars)   29,845 30,574 30,810 31,484 33,050    
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2. Business Investment and Jobs-Increase business investment and jobs to reduce the 
pressure on residential taxes.  Increase the percent of Ad Valorem taxes from businesses by 
0.75% per year. 

 Business Ad Valorem Taxes are from Commercial, Industrial, Utility, Timber and Heavy Duty 
Equipment property. 
  Residential and other Ad Valorem Taxes are the rest of taxes collected with residential, motor 
vehicle, agricultural and mobile homes, the major components.   

 The average residential property uses more services than paid in Ad Valorem taxes, while the 
average business use less services than paid in Ad Valorem taxes.  The business taxes subsidize 
the residential property with less than required values for services used.  (The revenue gap 
between Paulding and Georgia creates funding gaps for all county entities.)  The gap in 
2005 was 20.9% 

 The Paulding Business Ad Valorem tax % increased in 2005, but did not reach the 
Benchmark. (see Chart #3 below) 

CHART #3-PAULDING GOVERNMENT'S PERCENT AD VALOREM TAXES 
COLLECTED FROM BUSINESS
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 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2015 
Paulding % Ad 
Valorem Taxes 
Collected from 
Business 

18.1 17.4 17.8 16.6 16.6 16.1 15.7 15.5 15 15.2   

Paulding Key 
Benchmark #2 

        15 15.75 16.5 23.3 

Georgia % Ad 
Valorem Taxes 
Collected from 
Business 

45.7 45.3 44.7 44.8 43.8 42.3 40.6 39.1 37 36.1   
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3. Workforce Out-Commuting-Reduce the percent of resident who commute outside 
the county to work each day. Measure by the annual reduction of 1.0% of “Net Imported 
Earnings as a percent of Residents Earnings from Work” 
In 2000: 

25% of Paulding County residents worked in Paulding County. 
36% of Paulding County residents worked in Cobb County, 18% in Fulton County, and 7% in 

Douglas. 
These percents have been virtually the same since 1990. 
The 75% of Paulding County residents, who work outside the county, work in facilities that do 

not pay business real estate taxes in Paulding County. 
The out-commuters Quality of Life may be lower because of long-drive times and the inability 

to be involved in the Paulding community. 
 As measured by Paulding County “Net Imported Earnings as a per cent of Resident’s 

Earnings from Work”, there has been steady improvement since 2001.  (see Chart #4 
below) 

CHART #4-PAULDING COUNTY NET IMPORTED EARNINGS % OF RESIDENT'S EARNINGS FROM 
WORK

PLANNING FOR PAULDING KEY BENCHMARK #3

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

19
69

19
71

19
73

19
75

19
77

19
79

19
81

19
83

19
85

19
87

19
89

19
91

19
93

19
95

19
97

19
99

20
01

20
03

20
05

20
07

20
09

20
11

20
13

20
15

YEAR

PE
R

C
EN

TA
G

E

Paulding County
Net Imported
Earnings % of
Residents
Earnings from
Work

Paulding County
Key Benchmark

Source; US 
Department of 
Commerce, 
Bureau of 
Economic 
Analysis, April 
2006 release 
Table- CAO4

 
 
 

 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 
Paulding County Net 
Imported Earnings % of 
Residents Earnings from 
Work 73.1 73.5 71.6 71.2 71.6 71.9 70.7 69.1 68.0    
Paulding County Key 
Benchmark          68 67 66 65 
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4. Education-Improved education for all ages is essential to be successful in the first 
three Benchmarks. 
K-12 Education 

The Paulding County School System has been consistently below the Georgia average in 
revenue per student.  (see Chart #5 below)  Based on a linear projection, this gap will continue 
through 2015.  See the superintendent’s presentation for other data. 

CHART #5-PAULDING COUNTY K-12 EDUCATION KEY BENCHMARK A
Data source: Georgia Department of Education School SYstem Financial Reports

http://app.doe.k12.ga.us/ows-bin/owa/fin_pack_revenue.entry_form
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 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
Georgia K-12 
Education Revenue 
per student (FTE) 

     5,571       6,044       6,400      6,737      7,165      7,360      7,414       7,647      8,074 
Paulding K-12 
Education Revenue 
per student (FTE) 

     4,737       4,902       5,423      5,680      6,295      6,625      6,595       6,740      7,021 
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Higher Education-Paulding County’s percent of adults age 25 and older with a Bachelor’s 
Degree or Higher will be at the Atlanta MSA average by 2020. 

Paulding County made dramatic improvement in this measure between 2000 and 2005.  
Paulding County data will be available annually beginning with 2006 in September each 
year. (see Chart #6 below) 
 

CHART #6-PERCENTAGE BACHELOR'S DEGREE OR HIGHER AGE 25 AND 
OLDER

EDUCATION KEY BENCHMARK B
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 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2020
Atlanta MSA 31.5 33.1 32.9 34.7 34.2 34.3     
Paulding 
County 15.2     20.8     
Key 
Benchmark      20.8 22.3 23.8 25.2 43.0
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